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1.
Adoption of the agenda

7065/06 OJ/CONS 13 COMPET 52 RECH 58

The Council adopted the above agenda. 
2.
Approval of the list of "A" items


7095/06 PTS A 12

The Council approved the list of "A" items contained in 7095/06.

The documents in item 3 should read as follows:

Item 3. 
6613/06 ENT 36 ECO 27

11233/05 ENT 98 ECO 86 OC 548

+ REV 1 (hu).
3.
The Lisbon process - Preparation of the Spring European Council
(a)
Communication from the Commission to the Spring European Council "Time to move up a gear"

(b)
Key issues paper - Contribution of the Competitiveness Council to the Spring European Council of 23-24 March 2006

–
Exchange of views and adoption of the key issues paper

5745/06 ECOFIN 23 AG 3 SOC 34 COMPET 7 RECH 6 ENER 17 MI 11 

IND 6 EDUC 16 ENV 43 TELECOM 2

+ ADD 2

7121/06 COMPET 58 RECH 63 MI 58 IND 31 ECO 46 ECOFIN 89 ENER 86 ENV 165 SOC 117 POLGEN 29

The Council held an exchange of views on the state of play of the re-launched Lisbon strategy for growth and jobs on the basis of the Commission's annual progress report (5745/06).

Subsequently, the Council adopted the Key Issues Paper set out in 7281/1/06 POLGEN 35 COMPET 60 RECH 68 REV 1 and decided to forward it to the General Affairs Council with a view to its submission to the Spring European Council. 
4.
Small and medium-sized enterprises
(a)
Commission communication: "Implementing the Community Lisbon Programme 


–
Modern SME Policy for Growth and Employment"
(b)
Commission communication: "Implementing the Community Lisbon Programme 


–
Fostering entrepreneurial mindsets through education and learning"

–
Exchange of views and adoption of Council conclusions (Public debate)

14434/05 ECOFIN 351 COMPET 247

6505/06 COMPET 19 EDUC 34 RECH 22 ECO 21 IND 20 MI 33 SOC 78

6594/1/06 COMPET 23 MI 38 IND 22 ECOFIN 53 REV 1

7073/06 COMPET 53 MI 55 IND 30 ECOFIN 85

After a public debate on the basis of the Commission's communication (14434/05) and the Presidency questionnaire (6594/1/06 REV 1), the Council adopted the conclusions set out in 7309/06 COMPET 63 MI 64 IND 32 ECOFIN 97.

5.
Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing  a Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP) 2007 - 2013

–
Partial general approach

8081/05 COMPET 67 RECH 79 ENER 55 ENV 164 TELECOM 27 

ECOFIN 124 CODEC 264 
+ COR 1 
+ COR 1 REV 1 (et)

7075/06 COMPET 54 RECH 60 ENER 80 ENV 158 TELECOM 16 ECO 44 
CODEC 221

7078/06 COMPET 55 RECH 61 ENER 81 ENV 159 TELECOM 17 ECO 45 
CODEC 222

The Council unanimously agreed on a Partial General Approach to the Framework Programme as set out in 7323/06 COMPET 64 RECH 70 ENER 95 ENV 180 TELECOM 19 ECO 49 CODEC 240.

Statements made by the Council and the Commission are set out in the Annex.

The Council invited the Permanent Representatives Committee to continue its examination of the Commission's proposal in the light of the forthcoming opinion of the European Parliament and the outcome of the ongoing discussions on the Financial Perspectives 2007-2013.

6.
Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on services in the Internal Market 


–
Progress report/Information from the Presidency 


(Public deliberation)

6174/04 COMPET 18 SOC 58 JUSTCIV 23 CODEC 192

The Council took note of an oral progress report by the Presidency and of the information given about the further handling of this file under the Austrian Presidency.

7.
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down the Community Customs Code (Modernized Customs Code) 
–
Presentation by the Commission

15380/05 UD 152 ENFOCUSTOM 86 MI 138 COMER 186 TRANS 277 CODEC 1144


The Council took note of the presentation by the Commission of the above proposal.

8.
Specific Programmes implementing the 7th Framework Programme of the European Community and Euratom:

(a)
Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Specific Programme "Cooperation" implementing the 7th Framework Programme (2007-2013) of the European Community for research, technological development and demonstration activities 
 (b)
Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Specific Programme "Ideas" implementing the 7th Framework Programme (2007-2013) of the European Community for research, technological development and demonstration activities 

 (c)
Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Specific Programme to be carried out by means of direct actions by the Joint Research Centre under the 7th Framework Programme (2007-2013) of the European Community for research, technological development and demonstration activities 
(d)
Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Specific Programme to be carried out by means of direct actions by the Joint Research Centre implementing the 7th Framework Programme (2007-2011) of the European Atomic Energy Community (Euratom) for nuclear research and training activities
(e)
Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the specific Programme implementing the 7th Framework Programme (2007-2011) of the European Atomic Energy Community (Euratom) for nuclear research and training activities 
–
Progress report/Exchange of views

12736/05 RECH 182 COMPET 198 
+ REV 1 (it)

12730/05 RECH 178 COMPET 194

12727/05 RECH 176 COMPET 192

12732/05 RECH 180 ATO 84 COMPET 196

12734/05 RECH 181 ATO 85 COMPET 197

  6955/06 RECH 51 ATO 27 COMPET 45

  6956/06 RECH 52 COMPET 46

  6940/06 RECH 50 COMPET 43

  6707/06 RECH 33 COMPET 27

  6711/06 RECH 35 ATO 21 COMPET 29

  6939/06 RECH 49 ATO 26 COMPET 42


The Council proceeded to an in-depth exchange of views on five of the Specific Programmes proposed by the Commission on the basis of the documents set out above. A large degree of consensus was reached on the five specific programmes, subject to the resolution of a limited 

number of outstanding issues relating to embryonic stem-cell research, overall programme management, the Risk-Sharing Finance Facility (particularly with regard to SME access to this facility), questions relating to the implementation structure foreseen for the European Research Centre, and one aspect relating to sustainable nuclear systems in the Euratom programme.


The outcome of these discussions is set out in 7366/06 RECH 75 COMPET 67 ("Cooperation"), 7361/06 RECH 73 COMPET 65 ("Ideas"), 7364/06 RECH 74 ATO 32 COMPET 66 ("Euratom"), 6707/06 RECH 33 COMPET 27 (Joint Research Centre) and 6711/06 RECH 35 ATO 21 COMPET 29 ("Joint Research Centre - Euratom").


A statement made by the Belgian, Czech, Portuguese, Spanish, Swedish and the United Kingdom delegations is set out in the Annex.


The Council invited the Permanent Representatives Committee to continue the examination of the Commission proposals in the light of the opinions of the European Parliament and the outcome of the ongoing discussion on the Financial Perspectives 2007-2013.

9.
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down the rules for the participation of undertakings, research centres and universities in actions under the 7th Framework Programme and for the dissemination of research results (2007-2013)
–
Progress report/Exchange of views

5057/06 RECH 1 CODEC 4

6958/06 RECH 53 CODEC 218

The Council proceeded to an exchange of views on the proposal and took note of the progress report set out in 6958/06.

The Council invited the Permanent Representatives Committee to continue the technical examination of the proposal, bearing in mind the views expressed by Ministers and in the light of the opinion of the European Parliament.
10.
Any other business

(a)
Preparation of EU and Latin America/Caribbean (LAC) Summit



–
Report from the Presidency

6384/06 COMPET 17 RECH 21


The Council took note of information provided by the Presidency on the preparation of the 4th EU-Latin American and Caribbean summit with regard to science and technology cooperation. The Summit is scheduled to take place in Vienna on 11 and 12 May 2006.
(b)
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on type approval of motor vehicles with respect to emissions and on access to vehicle repair information, amending Directive 72/306/EEC and Directive ../../EC (Euro 5)
–
Request by the German delegation

7158/06 ENT 45 ENV 168 CODEC 229


The Council took note of the note by the German delegation and of the interventions by a number of delegations expressing their support of the German views.

ANNEX

STATEMENTS TO THE COUNCIL MINUTES
Ad Item 5:
1.
Statement by the Council
"The Council has reached agreement on a Partial General Approach set out in 7323/06 COMPET 64 RECH 70 ENER 95 ENV 180 TELECOM 19 ECO 49 CODEC 240, to the Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP), which it may reopen in light of the European Parliament's opinion or the emergence of a new fact, which could include the impact on the financial framework to be decided in light of the overall agreement on the Financial Perspectives".
2.
Statement by the European Commission with regard to Article 20 (4) of the Partial General Approach
"The Commission confirms its intention to assess the need for transitional measures to ensure the continuity of business support services, should the entry into force of the Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (2007-2013) be delayed".
Ad item 8:

3.
Statement by the delegations of Belgium, the Czech Republic, Portugal, Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdom:

"Belgium, the Czech Republic, Portugal, Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdom wish to underline the widely acknowledged contribution past Framework Programmes have made to building a European Research Area where researchers can collaborate across and beyond national borders to strengthen the scientific and technological basis of the Community . They stress that the Seventh Framework Programme should build on past achievements and should, through the Cooperation Specific Programme, promote networking and collaboration in areas of strategic societal and economic importance. 
While recognising that the ethical acceptability of various fields of research varies according to the cultural and religious diversity of the Member States, they are of the opinion that decisions on matters of fundamental ethical principles should be left to national legislators in full accordance with the principle of subsidiarity. Participants in research projects funded by the Seventh Framework Programme must conform with current legislation and regulations in those countries where the research is carried out."
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7286/06

AO/cs
3

DG C I
  EN

